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HOME OWNERS MANUAL - CHEMICALS & FABRIC LIFE 

CHEMICALS 
The important thing to remember is that chemical usage is significantly reduced when a pool is cover is used. 
THEREFORE, THE CHLORINE LEVEL CAN BE REDUCED TO 1ppm.  The quantity and frequency at which 
you add chemicals is affected by how much you keep your pool covered during the day.  

It is very important to maintain proper chemical balance of your pool water since improper build up and balance of the 
pool water can seriously shorten the life of your vinyl coating of the fabric (brittleness, fading and excessive shrinkage 
of the fabric).  Deterioration of the cover fabric caused by lack of chemical maintenance is not covered by your 
warranty. 

Shocking or super-chlorinating the pool water and then immediately covering the pool will have an adverse 
affect on the life of the cover. If you have to super-chlorinate, we advise: - 

1. Leaving the cover off until the free chlorine level is down to 3 ppm. This may take 2 - 14 + days dependent on a
number of variables such as Cyanuric levels and density of organic matter that is contained in the water.

2. Alternatively WE RECOMMEND YOU USE a Non-Chlorine shock treatment such as Potassium
Monopersulphate Compound.  Monopersulphate is an ideal shock treatment when heavy bathing loads have been
incurred and the cover can be closed after 4 Hours without any adverse affect to the cover material.  Use at a rate of
1Kg (2.2 lbs.)  Per 91m-3 (20,000 gals).  Monopersulatt is not an ideal treatment for pools that are contaminated
with green algae or other dense organic matter; a chlorine-based product should be used.

IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THE APPROPRIATE TREATMENT TO USE PLEASE CONTACT YOUR AQM 
DEALER.  

WHY ARE YOU SHOCK DOSING? 

Shock dosing higher than 5 ppm free chlorine is only required to eliminate any organic debris that is contaminating the 
pool water. For normal bathing conditions only 1-3ppm (1ppm if cover is in place) free chlorine is required to eliminate 
bacteria. 

Having an AQM cover installed will considerably reduce the organic matter that would normally enter the pool from 
the surrounding environment because the pool is completely sealed. Therefore, super chlorinating the pool in most 
applications is often not necessary. 

If super chlorinating is required please make sure that your family and your service engineer is made aware of the 
above. It is also advisable to test for Cyanuric levels (maximum recommended 50 ppm) as this will also determine how 
long the chlorine remains active in the water, this could also have a considerable impact on the life expectancy of the 
AQM fabric, PVC linings, plumbing etc.  

PH should ideally be kept to 7.2 

FABRIC LIFE 
Average life of the cover fabric is about seven years, particularly in the warmer climates where there is more exposure 
to the sun and a longer swimming season. In the colder climates, covers are known to last much longer (and probably 
experience a shorter swimming season - explains why indoor pools generally experience shorter cover life spans). 

Provided that water chemicalisation is maintained correctly within the pool, the Aquamtic cover will give good service 
at water temperatures of up to 90deg.F for an approximate 7-10 years 

At temperatures in excess 90
o
F. The life expectancy of the cover fabric can reduce progressively from the normal 7-10

year life, down to as little as 5 years.  As with all things, the greater the care, the longer the life and Aquamatic 
covers are no exception. 

Factors, which appear to affect the life of the cover, are: - 
♦ Ultra Violet exposure to the sun.
♦ Improper chemical balance as explained above.
♦ Excessive dirt on the cover can cause alkalis etc. to attack the cover.
♦ Use of the cover in near freezing or low temperatures may result in miniature cracking in the cover vinyl and may

manifest itself as pinholes in the following season.
♦ Excessive bird droppings will create pinholes.
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